Greenwood PTO Minutes

September 15, 2011

President:


Jennifer Cohrs

Co-Vice Presidents:

Julie Raymond and Shalome Mahan

Treasurer:


Melissa Gault

Secretary:


Denise Cholewa

Principal:


Diane Koenig

Teacher Representatives:
Susan Carlson Russell and Diane Koch

Members in attendance:
Mike Endres, Susan Carlson-Russell, Amy Shellnut, Veronica Valentin, Maria Campos, Theresa Whitehead, Amie Young, Teri Lucas, Diane Koch, Stephanie Day, Diane Koenig, Julie Raymond, Lisa Biafora, Shalome Mahan, Denise Cholewa, Chenae’ Knighton-Bachelor, Brandon Bachelor, Nichole Beem, Fiona Colgan, Melissa Gault, Richele Ferrara-Dausey, Sherri Henderson, Jennifer Roy, Michelle Magee, Linda Harris, Laura Miskelly, Tina Earl, Jennifer Arndt, Marsela Nurce and Pat Herman.

Meeting called to order by President Jennifer Cohrs at 6:35.

Introductions – Welcome and Welcome Back!  Record number attendance – 30 total!

There were no minutes from the June 8th meeting available for review.

Officers’ Reports:
President Report:

· Tissues & Tea was a great turn out lots of fun and a raffle!

· Ink Cartridge Return Program.  With all the cartridges returned last year we were able to purchase many needed school supplies for the classrooms.

Vice Presidents’ Report:

· No new business to report.

Treasurer’s Report:
· Beginning balance in general fund: $8,690.84. 

· Motion to approve report was made and seconded.  Motion was passed by all

Teacher’s Report:

· Teachers love the new bulletin board in the entrance way and Mrs. Miklusac suggests there be another bulletin board in the school for staff that would include these photos so that all visiting parents, etc. could get to know the teachers.

· Mrs. Koch has been approached by parents regarding the Fun Run that we have done in the past.  This year’s Fall fundraiser will be the Entertainment Books and we will possibly have the Fun Run be the Spring fundraiser.

Principal’s Report:
· Welcome back!  Greenwood now has 350 students enrolled, this does not include Salturelli Preschool enrollment, which is also at near capacity.

· Greenwood received an A on the State’s Report Card.

· Assessment tests (NWEA) will begin next week thru the end of October. K-11 grades will take tests on reading, language and math.  We will receive the rest results immediately once the tests are completed.

· MEAP tests are scheduled to start the week of October 11th.   We will have to wait for results from the State.  The state has raised the bar by 30 points to be proficient.

· Hats Against Hunger is a new local and global fundraiser.  On September 23rd K-5 students district wide may wear a hat to school for the sum of $ .50 and Middle/High School students may wear a hat for the sum of $1.00 with all proceeds to go to this great cause.  

· There will also be food baskets that will need to be assembled by this same group sometime in October.  The District will need 100 volunteers to help @ Bethel Lutheran Church.  Info to follow.

· Special Education Enhancement Proposal will be on the ballot this fall.  You must register to vote by October 11th in order to be able to vote in this election.

Committee Reports:
a.
Fall Fundraiser – Entertainment Books.  Each child received a book with their name on it which will need to be returned if it is not purchased.  The books are at the school and ready for distribution the same day money is turned in.  The school will receive $10.00 per book sold!  This will help with the yearly expense of field trip transportation, reading month, and to pay for MEAP snacks just to name a few.

b. Box Tops – first collection to be Sept. 30th.  Each child to submit 50 tops and/or labels will be eligible for a prize.  The classroom that submits the most will receive a pizza party!

c. Family Dinner Night:  Last year Greenwood received over $1,000.00.  The first one of the year will be 9/27 @ National Coney on Gratiot.  Bring your flier for the school to receive 15%. 2nd dinner night 10/27 @ Wendys 13 & Harper we will receive 15% for all walk-in and drive-thru orders from 5-8.  3rd dinner night is 11/23 @ Burger King at Harper/Stephens.  15% of all walk-ins and drive-thru orders from 4-8 as well.  (There is no dinner night scheduled for December due to hectic schedules.)  4th dinner night is 1/26/12 @ Chuck E Cheese in Roseville 15% of all sales from 3-9.  Teachers receive free salad/drink and pizza.  

· Terri to check on possibly having dinner night at BD Mongolian 

d. Market Day – First orders are due 9/23 – delivery will be 9/29 3:30 to 4:30.   We receive 10% of all sales.   There will be a pie contest for the month of October to be delivered in November.

e. Apple Wishes – there were over 200 items from last year fulfilled.  There was a better response when a flier was sent out toward the end of the year.

f/g.
Harvest Desserts/Festival – 10/21 costumes will be optional.  Admission is free with dessert donation – tickets for games, cake walk, can be purchased for $.50 ea. 

· This year Garden Club would like to make a boo trail in the nature center for kids to trick or treat.  Donations for decorations greatly appreciated, will be returned at the end of the event.  Will look into broadcast clubs from Middle/High School for use of lighting.

· Motion made/seconded and approved unanimously for $300 budget to decorate/purchase treats – if the budget is exceeded there will be a bake sale for remainder of funds.   

h. Meap Snacks.  5 days of testing for students.  Jennifer Roy to chair.

i. Spirit Wear – would like to see more Grizzlies décor as opposed to Tree.  Stephanie Day to chair.

j. 5th Grade Graduation – Laura Miskelly to chair.

Unfinished Business:

None.

New Business:


Garden Club would like donations of empty coffee canisters to make as pennies for pond donation containers to have a pond installed in the Nature Center.  The class that raises the most will win a pizza party.  Waiting for quote on pond install.

All students K-5 welcome to join – the club meets on Fridays at 3:30 in the Nature Center.  Activities include, pulling weeds, planting flowers, as well as making crafts.  First meeting to be 9/23.  All students K and 1st grade MUST BE accompanied by an adult.

Birthday Books – each child will receive a book of their choice on their birthday.  All summer birthdays are also recognized.  Donations will be gladly accepted at a later date, have a wide selection at the time.

Open Agenda:

Talent Show – Stephanie Day has volunteered to chair this event!!

Coke Rewards – Save your bottle caps for points/rewards for the school to obtain school supplies, etc.

Charity Events – Greenwood participates in community charitable organizations such as Toys for Tots, Can Drive and others.  Suggestion to have container at Harvest Desserts for canned goods – possibly have each grade level bring different theme i.e., green veggies – K, etc so we do not receive and overabundance of one thing.  

Santa Event – Amie Young to chair – suggested to have a can drive at this event as well.

Suggested to have a budget spreadsheet for each event so the committee knows what they have to work with at the beginning.

Suggested fundraising event – Square One Art has a great % return to the school for tiles, etc. which are designed by each student for individualized gifts – perfect for the holidays.

Suggested contacting Kroger and/or Target for purchase points  to be credited to Greenwood School – Michelle Magee to look into details.

Diane Koenig will look into if large donated items can be a write off for the donor.  A parent has asked if a large item can be donated and receive a receipt for tax purposes.

All original receipts submitted to the Treasurer will need to be accompanied with the reimbursement sheet properly filled out.

Ice Cream Social – Date needed.  Pat Herman to chair, Stephanie Day to provide music.

Raffle drawing took place at 7:50 Diane Koenig drew name – Marie Campos was lucky winner.

October 13th is the next PTO meeting @ 6:30 pm

Meeting Adjourned @ 7:55 pm

This month’s attendance winner is Mrs. Lutomski!

Submitted by Denise Cholewa – PTO Secretary

September 24, 2011

